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Lt the Zutt residence in Bethesda one recent
.";,'ll,ll,L-|'|:1;1:..'_ lurezh b5 biing Fbrl"'l.'.,ll'l"ll Juest ool
oogning up the front walkway, is homeowner John
Luit, back from a trp o the ot Lo |l|1'|-t 1A hi=
nime-yearald son MNcholes, who has netumded Inoam
a sehoolb-sponsonsd trip to Canada.  Seeing thedr
arrival from the kitchen window, John's wifle,
Dowsitella Lorch, hurries out the front door 1o
welcome hicholas home with kisses and hags

It's a typical family scene in Bethesda, But the
e Lhait John, Slchiolss, ard Dongitelln ane now
walking back nto bsn't a ovplcal subarban hoae

It is & mewly Dudlt, modemn stnesctune inspined by the
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Bepmtrdiy Lpech propores dmmar ou theve priyd prisainemt ooy wotk
Glass bach o0t ot el beings Bght i during the dey snd Sl
# bock st ot mght, wbile preserving v

glass-clad, pavilion-style homes of arclutects sach
as Le Corbusier and Philip Johnson.

How did a house like this comie (o e on an estab-
lshsd Bathisca resechenitinl stredet D with mostly
odiber, conventionally styled homes” The arswier
includes an existing howse in poor condition, a
homeowner with a strong vision for his new bome,
and an architesctural frm that eould transdate that
vigion into a warm, affordable residence for him

andd his fammily

In 156EE, Fantt, & reoend widower, needod & mew home
with meone spsce i which Do raese s tees cldddnen



a srong nbenest n architecture al an ey age, wanted
thie renovated home to have a modem sensibility,

1 ik the uncluttersd Hes of maodem anchitecture,”
Tutt sav. "Twe god a job where [ 2o from meeting bo
mvscting all day bong; I'm seeing people constantly,

I likee ten b aabix B0 coame back 1o a place that's mone
iraaniuil]l sl el 0 Diesyt Aaed 1 fimd this typee of 4
structune is just that—Iit's pof as buasy as mone

tradlitional housing.

In search of an archifect that was rgihvt for the job,
b contactod the Washington Chagder of the
American Institute of Architects (AIAVDC). Zutt
inspeected the ponfolios st AIAVDC S Architect/Clivmt
Resource Center, which has binders from T0area
firmis (soe list page 42),

"The= first oot wiis godng Uhirowgh the binders.® Zott
sops One of things that [ remembeer was that e
binder for Studio2? Architecture uwsed some odd
migbieranls, and thal caught gy attention. There was a
basement renovation that showed some creativily—
it’s a hard space to work in, and o make it infenesting
wis ok shmple.”

A o prrajisct bndern, however, doesn’l alwaiys
pusamnibor a good client-anchifect working nelatiorshipe
oeily an imberview can give you an indication of whether
such a h'l.'.'dj-utb.!'up 5 wasille, At contacted
Studio2T Architecture and met with principals Teodd
Ray, AlA, anill Jodwn Burke, ALA. "When | inferviessxd
with the=m, it was chiar that we were talking the

Tho lving rocm kocky st 1 he bock yord cad it biled wirh
light hrom ofl sides. During parties, those in kirches, lelr,
wan't be Insleted froam the sction,

sama linguage,” Zutt recalls. He told the anchitects
thet B weanted @ mosdern, Four-bedroom Fone that

= Mbchiokes, Mack=line (now age 12), amd Alecander
{ oW aghe t'r:l. Aler .-».l,-:':n'l'l'lrl.g for same thmee, ot
camie updn a Pils-era Colonial-style house in
Bethe=sida, The hosvee Badn't been modermniaed in
decades—it still had its onginal galley-style
Kitehvwen—amad it sulfered from stroctural probdems,

"When mamisd couples came to see the house, the
wile would take one ook ai that kitchen and mun
the other way,” Zutt says. "1 bid £50 000 under the
asking price and god 6L

T mendoe the pesiclenee livabde for him amd his chbdldren,
a major renovalion was needed. Zult, who diveloped

wionihd Cacilitate Gumily life and tike particolar
advaniage of the view toward the propeny’s deep,
park-dike backyard, "When [ was talking about

iy comoepd, they haed an understanding of how

that mibght work, and [ could see that they wene
buntlcling on it and not rving (o substitule something
completely different.”

"1 also kmew,” Zatt achiks, “that [ was not going 60 be
able 1o supervise closely absolutely every stép of
thie prapisct through constrection, baocanse [ el
et @ bt There would undoubtedly be some crscial
wieeks when | would havve wanted o be here bat |
would Fevoe 1o be away, and 1 knew [ was going 1o
have 1o rely on somebody to make the rght call

RN ROUSES | womecnaDC 9



il the color of this or the matderdal of that, So |

i Burke, who playfully siggest that their firm's
can b uniderstood as "2 guys working 7 days
k" infuse their work with a dgoros, theoretical
starling of modem design, which Zutt welcomed,

presented the architects with a preliminary
il sketch for his new home. The sketch

el a modern, two-story, pavilion-style house,

st [koaor, the kitchen and dining rooms were
Tromi, and a doubleheight ving moom was

al about that. But Zutt also wanted one of the
astairs Dedrooms to oat” in the upper part
ving room like an isolated object in spce—

il of request an architect gels very often.

faison de Verre was an inspimtion,” Zutt says,
ng to 2 funous steel, glass, and ghisss block house
T was designed by Bermand Bijvoet and

gerein) aned budht in 19271552, "Corbusder was
irespiration |, and that’s why | was interested
ving some kind of a space within a space.”

oo Ray and Burke to develop his scheme
shed design that would be filled with light
y sides os possible. At one point 1 had
talked about having all glass all the way
entire first floor, but then | realized, for
house, that's rdiculous,” Zoit recalls. Views
e sireet, facing south, were sereened to
privacy and prevent overhenting from a harsh
s, bl views towaund the vard wene designed
the view aned ke in the gentbe norherm lghi.

After coneidering the condition of the existing home,
the funetional limitations it would present even if
renovated, and limits on the cost of the project, Zott
anel StucdioZ27 dechded that the best option was 1o
bl @ mew residence on the foundation of the old
homs. Kow the most basic challenge was to 06t a
eomiorable fourbedroom home with a dogbbe
height living room into a two-story structure built
on the modest footprint of the original house,

10 ancsarecrumiDC | PR HOLUSES

Bay and Burke sobved this challenge on the fist
Door by designing a largely open plan that permits
the kitehen, dining, and living rooms o borrow
space from one another. On the second floor, the
challenge was to fit in a master suite, three bedrooms
and a bathroom for the children, open space for the
living room, and a hallway to get to the children’s
rooms. “We had a traditional corridor,” Zutt says,
"andd | remember Todd said, *Well why don't you just
cantibever it oul amnd make it a bridge? Which fmaee-
diatidy we recopnized was exactly what we shoald do.”

Ray and Burke fulfilled Zum's wish for a bedroom
that Boated in the upper part of the living room by
comverting Madeling's room into an independent,
towerlike structure with a billowing, curved =ide.
Centered on the second foor, the tower extends
both upward, piercing the second-floor rool of the
howeses to provide Madeline's room with a third-level
loft space, and downward, into the first-Nloor living
anca, where it resis on o narmow suppor that divides
the area into a main family space on one side and a
siudy on the other.,

The curved side of the tower is clad in large, dizumond-
shags] shingles made from zine reofing material.
Above the second-story roofline, the cladding bends
in with the gray asphalt roof shingles of nelghlbsoring
heotmies, I the Thving room, it suggests the scaled skin
of a drmgon fying upwand throwugh the house, With
it= floating aspect and shingle-clad side, the tower is
the most dramatic element in the houses design,

Madeline says of her bedroom, *1 have two windows
up there, and it's really an incredible viewe At night
voun can S all the houses with the lghts on, and it
ks vou feel ke you're on a balcony,”

Large glass windows on the rear wall connect the
house to the backyard and the sky above it. “Major
storms are very dematic,” Zutt s, “Whether it's
snow, o rain, or lightning, you see it and you
experience it from the comfort of your sofa”

O the front wall, glass block admits additional light
while preserving privacy and preventing summer
overheating The large expanses of clear glass and
glass block Al the house with o soft ambient light

Does geod architectors moke for uausoally cole chbdren? Uike o ballering su poia,
Modelna 'y loww 13ty on g singhe srrew base oad geatly Svider the firi fear imte
o gy room ol shady, Senle-Bk shinghrs orw formed from s rosfing materiol







Mechodor proctioes quitor i by soem, b e diatenae, o glov-eadowsd
bosiomerry with ot opsen Hie mvnSer il (0 The rleg ares
i Tt parents oom bissp an e a0 Bangn.

during the 11.1} T el @ Doy ol surtifcial Diggha,” Lt
sy, "o what 1 wanted was (0 lve ina place thet,
during the dag, didn’t requine any lights on
Orrelimarily, nodhing ks on undd] dusk,” In splie of the
Large amound of flass, U hooasd S cnergy Clcient:
1 iy beses s Bt el sl (his plaese tham | did tha
il e, which jues stag@ems me,” Zull aos

Thet el er s loosn iiwlinb=s o phescinclomaxl ok 1Y
-I.I".I'l'lllHJF.JrI_L‘: the Iving oo, which permilis e ol
Laorehy By roomidaor thee chidolbren™ setivities in the Ly g
ror While screening out unwantod nokse, T
bnichse, mesanwhibe, gives the chibdren thaelr omm
overlonk of the livine room, strengbhening the
oo s pobe as the conter of Camdly lfe. oy oo
Baerkoe w lwo oorovboead thae Paomar oo ai i iy I e,

BHloem the living moom Lo a lown placen

T s s dividded by Bumctbon, Baat it o diviied
by wnlls ® Lastt explains. "1 oo sanal] ks, and 1
wanled 1o b able 1o dio sainvetlbanee withoat havinge
Ly ruin sroumcl Thee st Iroem el Do pelat, | can

hl‘:"il AR O l|'|}.1]|-||:.: Ehal = EORRE On .

LArtE s ol bver mchvantages in thee hoame's open
arrangement: "1 don'i like howses whene i you have
guests over for dinner, you ane stuck i thi kitchen
aniel they are n some olher part of the house having
drinks in the living room, s vou can’t even talk to
e, e sy “Youn ane conkimgg and they nre honing
fur s ¥l can't inbermct ot all. 5o an T |l|.u1
wis very imporiant.” Ellminating partithons on the

first Noor also helped lower the costs of the project
*The brony.® Futl says, " that this ks o smaller house
e U e theat woe were -u||.r_:.--,.|||:|. godrg? to bl

bl iy sasrme ways il fieeds helgider.”

Though clearly modern, e ot resdcdence (s in

|-mq|'],' with iis trasdsisonel negshbors Pt off this ks
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Lutt Ersadonn
Rkt Stwdin ] Architechere
Comtraatin: Glony Comntrption, o,

Hosmapwnn Jobe Dult wasied o Corbunis Bl spour-wtids o ypacs,
end e gt 1. Diwwghter Medebue's sowse, with ¢ spismabor-lke corved
P T r—

o 1o thes home’s cxterior colors, which ame come-
paitbs with those of U hoanes around 5. And o
i s 10 b heostrse's e and peoportiors, whilch ane
ruol punech different than those of the original housn,

Barkoe explaines, *10 ks abwoa e size of the odider
b around i, as opposed o some other newer
b by Uhe v, wlieh are Gonse bna traditbonal
=iyle bait ane mach brger than thelr neighbors" Al
although roosderm ressicential desipn s sometimes
viewid s strange or forcign, Burke angues that this
coubdn't b further froom the troth: " Armericans af
beotton are a practical people, and modem dosign,
when rgonoendy done, s practical and functional’

Conctiraction began in 2002 and was flinisheed the
fodlorwing year, Betwoern the start of the progect
and s comphetion, utl met and manied Doratella
Loech, turming a home onginally inteswded fora
Ty off Four into one for a Gamily of five. Lorch,
like Futt, has Fved in and traveled (o mumerous
wounitries aroumd thie workd, mmd the hoase acts as
a st For the homdcrafted items and other
objects shi has collocted

Adibviugh Lt has bong been inderestiod in modem
architectune, Lorch grew up differcoaly. ©T wis
raiscd in s very traditional Buropean Banily whene
nuy Fatleer collected anthpee fomiture,” Lorch says
1 rver b bved iin m meodern hotse, Jota mosde
e paart of [Uhe project | every single stop of the way
. had o b excsctly what it wosabd ook Tikoe.”
Arsid wihien shee saw it taking shape?™ T loved "

"W all o the oodech ot nighs,” shee =g, " we ook
out &t thes s (alling o the rain Calling, amd we (Lm
to each other and say, “Wow, it's really nboe hene,™

"W howl s friemds over for dinner a few werks
ago," she continues, recalling the emul o Suest
senl afterwandse “With that house, | dont sec how
youl can ever beave Lo 2o o work.” And sometimes
i foweld Blor that, You wake up in the meimingt, and
you know you'ne golng to spend your day in the
olTice v besdcally not see (e sky. Ona beautiful,
sunny spring day, you dont want to leave here.” ¥
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